
1 JOHN INDUCTIVE STUDY 
 

REASONS JOHN WROTE THE LETTER:  
• 1 JOHN 1:4 -- And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.  

• 1 JOHN 2:1 -- My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  

• 1 JOHN 2:12-14 -- I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven for His name’s sake. 
I am writing to you, fathers, because you know Him who is from the beginning. I am writing to you, 
young men, because you have overcome the evil one. I write to you, children, because you know the 
Father. I write to you, fathers, because you know Him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young 
men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one.  

• 1 JOHN 2:21 -- I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and 
because no lie is of the truth.  

• 1 JOHN 2:26 -- I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you.  

• 1 JOHN 5:13 -- I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may 
know that you have eternal life.  

 

After reading 1 JOHN for 30 days, we noticed that these 5 categories stood out and dominated 
the text: 
 

• BELIEVE/FAITH/GOSPEL 
 

• ABIDE (This is a result of true faith. Those who have salvation will abide) 

 

• NEW LIFESTYLE (This is what daily repentance looks like. New creations in Christ live differently) 

 PRACTICING RIGHTEOUSNESS  

 LOVE FOR & OBEDIENCE TO GOD’S COMMANDMENTS 

 CONVICTION/CONFESSION OF SINS 

 SEPARATION FROM THE WORLD 

 DISCERNMENT 
 

• LOVE FOR BROTHERS 

• KNOW 
 

The things listed above will be present and growing in all true believers as a result of the  
HOLY SPIRIT abiding in them who teaches, convicts, and guides. 
 
1 JOHN 2:20 – BUT YOU HAVE BEEN ANOINTED BY THE HOLY ONE, AND YOU ALL HAVE KNOWLEDGE. 
 
1 JOHN 2:26-27 – …BUT THE ANOINTING THAT YOU RECEIVED FROM HIM ABIDES IN YOU, AND YOU HAVE NO 
NEED THAT ANYONE SHOULD TEACH YOU. BUT AS HIS ANOINTING TEACHES YOU ABOUT EVERYTHING… 
 
1 JOHN 3:24b – AND BY THIS WE KNOW THAT HE ABIDES IN US, BY THE SPIRIT WHOM HE HAS GIVEN US. 
 
1 JOHN 4:13 – BY THIS WE KNOW THAT WE ABIDE IN HIM AND HE IN US, BECAUSE HE HAS GIVEN US OF HIS 
SPIRIT. 



BELIEVE/FAITH/GOSPEL: 
 

• 1 JOHN 1:1-3  --  That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—the life 
was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which 
was with the Father and was made manifest to us—that which we have seen and heard we proclaim 
also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father 
and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

• 1 JOHN 1:5 -- This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in 
Him is no darkness at all. 

• 1 JOHN 1:9 – If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 

• 1 JOHN 2:1-2 -- My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation 
for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

• 1 JOHN 2:25 – And this is the promise that He made to us—eternal life. 

• 1 JOHN 3:1 -- See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of 
God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know Him. 

• 1 JOHN 3:5 -- You know that He appeared in order to take away sins, and in Him there is no sin. 

• 1 JOHN 3:23-24 -- And this is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ 
and love one another, just as He has commanded us. Whoever keeps His commandments abides in 
God, and God in Him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us. 

• 1 JOHN 4:2 -- By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come 
in the flesh is from God 

• 1 JOHN 4:15-16 -- Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in Him, and He in God. 
So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides 
in love abides in God, and God abides in him.  

• 1 JOHN 5:1 – Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 
loves the Father loves whoever has been born of Him. 

• 1 JOHN 5:5 -- Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God? 

• 1 JOHN 5:6-12 – This is He who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by 
the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. For 
there are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. If we receive 
the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that He has 
borne concerning His Son. Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in Himself. Whoever 
does not believe God has made Him a liar, because He has not believed in the testimony that God has 
borne concerning His Son. And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in His 
Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

• 1 JOHN 5:20 – AND WE KNOW THAT THE SON OF GOD HAS COME AND HAS GIVEN US 
UNDERSTANDING, SO THAT WE MAY KNOW HIM WHO IS TRUE; AND WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE, IN 
HIS SON JESUS CHRIST. HE IS THE TRUE GOD AND ETERNAL LIFE. 

 
 
 
 
 



ABIDE: 
 

• 1 JOHN 2:6 – whoever says he abides in Him ought to walk in the same way in which He walked. 

• 1 JOHN 2:10 – Whoever loves His brother abides in the light, and in Him there is no cause for 
stumbling. 

• 1 JOHN 2:14 – …I write to you young men because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you… 

• 1 JOHN 2:17 – And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God 
abides forever. 

• 1 JOHN 2:24 – Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the 
beginning abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father. 

• 1 JOHN 2:27 – But the anointing that you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need that 
anyone should teach you. But as His anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is no lie—
just as it has taught you, abide in Him. 

• 1 JOHN 2:28 – And now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears we may have confidence 
and not shrink from Him in shame at His coming. 

• 1 JOHN 3:6 – No one who abides in Him keeps on sinning;  

• 1 JOHN 3:9 – No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him; and he 
cannot keep on sinning, because he has been born of God. 

• 1 JOHN 3:14 – We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. 
Whoever does not love abides in death. 

• 1 JOHN 3:17 – But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees His brother in need, yet closes His heart 
against him, how does God’s love abide in him? 

• 1 JOHN 3:24 – Whoever keeps His commandments abides in God, and God in Him. And by this we 
know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us. 

• 1 JOHN 4:12 – No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and His love is 
perfected in us. 

• 1 JOHN 4:13 – By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 

• 1 JOHN 4:15 – Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 

• 1 JOHN 4:16 – So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and 
whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in Him. 

 

From GOTQUESTIONS.ORG: 
To “ABIDE” is to live, continue, or remain; so, to abide in Christ is to live in Him or remain in 
Him.  Abiding pictures an intimate, close relationship, and not just a superficial acquaintance. 
One of the proofs of salvation is perseverance, or sustained abiding in Christ. The saved will 
continue in their walk with Christ. They will “abide” or remain in Him. God will complete His 
work in them, and they will bring forth much fruit to the glory of God.   
SEE FULL ARTICLE HERE: https://www.gotquestions.org/abide-in-Christ.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.gotquestions.org/abide-in-Christ.html


NEW LIFESTYLE: 
 
   -- PRACTICING RIGHTEOUSNESS  

• 1 JOHN 1:5-7 – This is the message we have heard from Him & proclaim to you, that God is LIGHT, & in 
Him is no darkness at all.  If we say we have FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM while we WALK IN DARKNESS, we 
lie & do not practice the truth. But if we WALK IN THE LIGHT, as He is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

• 1 JOHN 2:5b-6 – By this we may know that we are in Him: whoever says he abides in Him ought to walk 
in the same way in which He walked. 

• 1 JOHN 2:29 – If you know that He is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices 
righteousness has been born of Him. 

• 1 JOHN 3:3 – And everyone who thus hopes in Him purifies Himself as He is pure. 

• 1 JOHN 3:4-10 – Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is 
lawlessness. You know that He appeared in order to take away sins, and in Him there is no sin.  No one 
who abides in Him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen Him or known Him. 
Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as He is righteous. 
Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. 
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. No one born of God makes 
a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because he has been 
born of God. By this it is evident who are the children of God and who are the children of the devil: 
whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother. 
 

 
 

   -- LOVE FOR & OBEDIENCE TO GOD’S COMMANDMENTS 
• 1 JOHN 2:3-5a – And by this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 

Whoever says “I know Him” but does not keep His commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in Him, 
but whoever keeps His word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. 

• 1 JOHN 3:21-22 – Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; and 
whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do what pleases Him. 

• 1 JOHN 3:23-24a – And this is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ 
and love one another, just as He has commanded us. Whoever keeps His commandments abides in 
God, and God in him.  

• 1 JOHN 5:2-3 – By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey His 
commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments 
are not burdensome. 

 
 
 
-- CONVICTION/CONFESSION OF SINS 

• 1 JOHN 1:8-10 – If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

• 1 JOHN 3:9 – No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him; and he 
cannot keep on sinning, because he has been born of God. 

• 1 JOHN 3:20-21 – for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and He knows 
everything. Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; 



NEW LIFESTYLE: 
 
   -- SEPARATION FROM THE WORLD 

• 1 JOHN 2:15-17 – Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love 
of the father is not in him. For all that is in the world – the desires of the flesh and the desires of the 
eyes and pride of life is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along 
with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. 

• 1 JOHN 3:1b – The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know Him. 

• 1 JOHN 3:13 – Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. 

• 1 JOHN 4:4-6 – Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for He who is in you is 
greater than he who is in the world. They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and 
the world listens to them. We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from 
God does not listen to us… 

• 1 JOHN 5:4-5 – For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory 
that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

• 1 JOHN 5:19 – We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 
 
 
 

   -- DISCERNMENT 
• 1 JOHN 2:26-27 – I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. But the 

anointing that you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone should teach 
you. But as His anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is no lie—just as it has taught 
you, abide in Him. 

• 1 JOHN 3:7-8a – Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, 
as He is righteous. Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil… 

• 1 JOHN 4:1-6 – Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 
God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: every 
spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not 
confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now 
is in the world already. Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for He who is in you 
is greater than He who is in the world. They are from the world; therefore, they speak from the world, 
and the world listens to them. We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not 
from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LOVE FOR BROTHERS: 
 

• 1 JOHN 2:7-11 – Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment that you 
had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have heard. At the same time, it is 
a new commandment that I am writing to you, which is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is 
passing away and the true light is already shining. Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother 
is still in darkness. Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him there is no cause for 
stumbling. But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not 
know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 
 

• 1 JOHN 3:11-18 – For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love 
one another. We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And why 
did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s righteous. Do not be surprised, 
brothers, that the world hates you. We know that we have passed out of death into life because we 
love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. Everyone who hates his brother is a 
murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life biding in him. By this we know love, that he 
laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the 
world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide 
in him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 
 

• 1 JOHN 4:7-4:21 – Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been 
born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In 
this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent His only Son into the world, so that 
we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us and sent His 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and His love is perfected in us. By 
this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. And we have 
seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in Him, and He in God. So we have come to know and to believe the 
love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 
By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as 
He is so also are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to 
do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. We love because He first loved 
us. If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother 
whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this commandment we have from 
Him: whoever loves God must also love His brother.  
 

• 1 JOHN 5:1-2 – Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 
loves the Father loves whoever has been born of Him. By this we know that we love the children of 
God, when we love God and obey His commandments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KNOW:  
 

   -- BY THIS WE KNOW 
• 1 JOHN 2:3 – And by this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 

• 1 JOHN 2:5b-6 – By this we may know that we are in Him: whoever says he abides in Him ought to walk 
in the same way in which he walked. 

• 1 JOHN 3:10 – By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: 
whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother. 

• 1 JOHN 3:16 – By this we know love, that He laid down His life for us, and we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brothers. 

• 1 JOHN 3:19-20 – By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before Him; for 
whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and He knows everything. 

• 1 JOHN 3:24 – Whoever keeps His commandments abides in God, and God in him. And by this we know 
that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us. 

• 1 JOHN 4:2 – By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come 
in the flesh is from God, 

• 1 JOHN 4:6 – We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not 
listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

• 1 JOHN 4:13 – By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 

• 1 JOHN 5:2 – By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey His 
commandments. 

 
 
 

   -- WE KNOW (YOU KNOW) 
• 1 JOHN 2:18 – Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many 

antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 

• 1 JOHN 3:2 – Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we 
know that when He appears we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him as he is. 

• 1 JOHN 3:5 – You know that He appeared in order to take away sins, and in Him there is no sin. 

• 1 JOHN 3:14 – We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. 
Whoever does not love abides in death. 

• 1 JOHN 3:15 – Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has 
eternal life abiding in him. 

• 1 JOHN 5:15 – And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests 
that we have asked of Him. 

• 1 JOHN 5:18 – We know that everyone who has been born of God does not keep on sinning, but he 
who was born of God protects him, and the evil one does not touch him. 

• 1 JOHN 5:19 – We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 

• 1 JOHN 5:20 – And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding so that we 
may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God 
and eternal life. 

 
 
 
 
 



KNOW: 
 

   -- KNOW 
• 1 JOHN 2:4 – Whoever says “I know Him” but does not keep His commandments is a liar, and the truth 

is not in Him 

• 1 JOHN 2:11 – But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not 
know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 

• 1 JOHN 2:13 – I am writing to you, fathers, because you know Him who is from the beginning. I am 
writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one. I write to you, children, because 
you know the Father.  

• 1 JOHN 2:14 – I write to you, fathers, because you know Him who is from the beginning. I write to you, 
young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the 
evil one. 

• 1 JOHN 2:21 – I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and 
because no lie is of the truth. 

• 1 JOHN 2:29 – If you know that He is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices 
righteousness has been born of Him. 

• 1 JOHN 3:1 – See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; 
and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know Him. 

• 1 JOHN 4:8 – Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 

• 1 JOHN 4:16 – So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and 
whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 

• 1 JOHN 5:13 – I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, 
that you may know that you have eternal life. 

 
 
 
 

FINAL EXHORTATION: 
1 JOHN 5:21  

LITTLE CHILDREN, KEEP YOURSELVES FROM IDOLS 
 
 
 
 
 

See Pastor Paul Washer’s sermons on the Tests/Observable Evidences of Conversion  
https://youtu.be/-huHiCdrdEk?si=-cBn6BqoJhwbnuj4 

& 

https://youtu.be/PjjSp6OVOGU?si=vJpmEKz9e0Z1FMGD 

https://youtu.be/-huHiCdrdEk?si=-cBn6BqoJhwbnuj4
https://youtu.be/PjjSp6OVOGU?si=vJpmEKz9e0Z1FMGD

